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The Discourse of Procedural Justice: An Analysis of President

Webb’s Judicial Neutrality in the Tokyo Trial

GAO Ying!
1. Zhejiang Yuexiu University, Shaoxing 312000, P.R.China
Correspondence to: GAO Ying; Email: 19685768@qq.com

Abstract: The legitimacy of the Tokyo Trial has long been questioned as an embodiment of “victors’ justice,”
making the construction of its procedural credibility a crucial issue. The courtroom discourse of President Sir
William Webb played a central role in maintaining judicial neutrality. Drawing upon Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) as the theoretical framework, this study introduces the
concept of “procedural equilibrium” as a core dimension for analyzing judicial neutrality. Based on a micro-
level discourse analysis of Webb’s key courtroom interactions in late December 1946, the research reveals that
Webb shaped procedural justice through three major strategies: procedural control, evidential scrutiny, and
balance of rights. His highly institutionalized and de-emotionalized language style further anchored the trial
within a rational legal framework. Moreover, the study argues that “procedural equilibrium” is not a static ideal
but a dynamic practice shaped by specific institutional and political contexts, reflecting the discursive
adaptability of judges within complex international legal settings. The conclusion holds that Webb’s neutrality

represents a form of “active procedural centralism” — a practical wisdom demonstrating that procedural justice
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constitutes the foundation of both substantive justice and judicial legitimacy in complex trials.

Key words: International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Trial), judicial discourse, William Webb,

discourse neutrality, critical discourse analysis
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A Study on Responsibility Allocation and Criminal Attribution in

Group-Based Cyberbullying-Induced Suicides
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Abstract: As social media has become deeply embedded in everyday communication, large-scale cyberbullying
has emerged as a persistent and increasingly visible problem within China’s digital sphere. Characterized by
chain-like dissemination, anonymous participation, and the accumulation of hostile expressions, such collective
aggression can impose sustained psychological strain and social humiliation on victims, and in extreme
circumstances, precipitate suicide. A series of widely publicized cases in recent years has underscored the

urgency of this issue, yet significant obstacles remain within the current criminal law framework regarding

W HEA © 2025-12-12 REHER : 2025-12-26  $RFHHEA © 2025-12-30 HARHEEA © 2026-01-06
BEEE | lingiu0624 @yeah.net
SIFARE ¢ MRBK. BERSMEAERE SR 0T |58 B AR B (1 4y e R RE B S B S AR 22 [ 0], TAERARIET, 2025, 1(2): 7-24.

https://www.brilliance-pub.com/fxsy



VEERAH T -8 - 2025 E5E 1 B 2 HY

causation, allocation of responsibility, and the scope of online platforms’ duties of care. Grounded in the concept
of a structured causal chain, this paper contends that suicide should be understood as the combined outcome of
external stimuli, individual vulnerability, and proximate inducements. Within this triadic structure, collective
online violence constitutes a decisive external factor contributing to the fatal outcome. To address the doctrinal
and practical challenges of criminal attribution, the study introduces a model of cumulative causal force and
draws upon Articles 25, 232, and 233 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China to examine the
legal relevance of multi-actor online behavior. The analysis further distinguishes among three categories of
participants—Ileading aggressors, amplifying participants, and platform operators—and assesses their respective
roles in the formation of composite harm and their corresponding degrees of liability. In considering the
obligations of online platforms, the paper refers to Articles 47 and 48 of the Cybersecurity Law and Article 69
of the Personal Information Protection Law, outlining the boundaries of their responsibilities in content
regulation, algorithmic recommendation, and risk control. Given the limitations of existing offenses such as
insult, defamation, joint crime, and negligent homicide, the paper advocates for the introduction of functional
connection theory, refinement of stratified responsibility, and clearer articulation of platforms’ criminal duties
of care. Overall, this study seeks to shift the governance of online violence in China from individualized fault-
finding toward a structural model of risk management, thereby reinforcing the protective function of criminal
law within the digital environment.

Key words: collective cyberbullying; suicide; causation; criminal responsibility; cumulative causal force;
platform liability; joint crime; cyber governance
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Abstract: As short-video platforms gain growing influence in public discourse, the “hot search” list has become
a central mechanism for concentrating attention and amplifying emotions. When social events or individual
behaviors enter this mechanism through algorithmic selection and user interaction, the content is often
fragmented, reassembled, or detached from its original context. Among such phenomena, out-of-context
dissemination has become particularly common, where fragments circulate widely and generate distorted public
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perceptions. Although this type of dissemination does not necessarily involve fabricated facts, it can mislead
audiences through missing context, selective omission of key information, or re-narrative editing, thereby
causing substantial harm to an individual’s reputation.

Grounded in China’s existing civil-law framework and judicial practice, this study examines how out-of-context
content is produced and amplified under the logic of the hot-search mechanism, and how the constituent elements
of defamation evolve in this setting. It argues that the assessment of unlawfulness and damage should not rely
solely on whether facts were fabricated, but should also consider the semantic integrity and contextual
authenticity of the expression. Out-of-context dissemination can be divided into three identifiable legal types:
(1) reversal of meaning caused by missing context, (2) misleading effect caused by omission of decisive facts,
and (3) implicative accusation created through re-narrative editing. Each type corresponds to distinct risks and
liability implications.

In the hot-search environment, the determination of unlawfulness, damage, causation, and fault presents new
challenges. The platform’s recommendation algorithms and ranking mechanisms not only magnify the reach of
individual content but also play a structural role in the formation of reputational harm. The responsibilities of
content creators, participating users, and platforms should therefore be differentiated, and the platform’s duty of
care should correspond to its control capacity and foreseeability of risk.

This paper proposes an operational framework for determining liability: using contextual authenticity as the core
standard for unlawfulness, recognizing social evaluation impairment as the primary indicator of damage, and
incorporating platform amplification into causal analysis. The study seeks to protect individuals’ reputational
rights within a digital environment while safeguarding the space for public expression, offering a normative path
that may guide future judicial reasoning in hot-search—-related defamation disputes.

Key words: hot-search mechanism; out-of-context dissemination; defamation; platform liability; contextual
authenticity; short-video platforms; protection of personality rights
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Abstract: The entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) marks a new
stage in the regional economic governance framework. As the world’s largest free trade agreement, RCEP
establishes the core principles of market openness, institutional transparency, and regulatory coordination in the
field of investment. It has had a lasting influence on the structure and philosophy of China’s investment law.
This paper takes RCEP’s investment rules as its starting point and analyzes the institutional changes and adaptive
adjustments they bring to China’s investment law.
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The study finds that RCEP promotes a shift in China’s investment law from a policy-oriented model to a rule-
based one. The agreement’s provisions on investment liberalization and facilitation require Chinese legislation
to enhance transparency and predictability, leading to the refinement of the “pre-establishment national treatment
plus negative list” mechanism. In terms of regulatory practice, the reform of the filing system and the
development of information disclosure mechanisms are accelerating the formation of a data-centered compliance
framework. At the conceptual level, RCEP’s emphasis on fair competition and institutional balance is reshaping
the logic of China’s investment governance, making the system more focused on regulatory balance and market
order.

RCEP also reserves policy space in areas such as dispute settlement, national security review, and the digital
economy, allowing China to maintain flexibility and autonomy in institutional alignment. The structure of the
agreement enables China to strike a balance between openness and security and provides room for institutional

innovation.

The study further indicates that RCEP’s influence extends beyond the level of legal rules, driving a
comprehensive transformation of China’s investment law in terms of legal rationality, administrative order, and
international cooperation. Through legislative refinement, enforcement standardization, and regional
coordination, China’s investment law is evolving into a modern system that balances openness, security, and
fairness. Future research may focus on the legal coordination mechanisms in the implementation of RCEP, the
construction of China’s outbound investment law framework, and the institutionalization of sustainable

investment.

Key words: RCEP; Chinese Investment Law; legal harmonization; institutional transformation; investment

governance
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Abstract: Digital platforms in contemporary society simultaneously function as technical intermediaries and
content managers, which has long rendered their legal status within the framework of tort liability ambiguous.
Platforms are neither merely neutral conduits for information transmission nor full participants in the creation
of content. As a result, the type and intensity of the “duty of care” they should bear has become a central issue
in the determination of tort liability. Drawing on the general principles of tort law, this article observes that
existing legislation and judicial practice often apply uniform standards when assessing platform liability,
imposing identical duty requirements on different types of platforms. Such an approach blurs the scope of
liability, produces inconsistent adjudicative criteria, and undermines the stability of judicial outcomes. To
address these problems, the paper proposes a framework for the tiered application of the duty of care. By
examining the degree of platform control over content and conduct, the nature of the risks involved, and the
economic benefits derived by the platform, the duty of care is categorized into three levels: general duty,
heightened duty, and strict duty. Within this framework, the intensity of the duty increases in proportion to the

platform’s control capacity and risk exposure, thereby preventing imbalanced allocations of liability.
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