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Abstract: Campus bullying occurs in school environments where students study and live in close proximity. It
not only involves the tort relationship between the bully and the victim, but also concerns whether the school
has fulfilled its duties of education, management, and protection. Existing laws have already provided rules
concerning the liability of educational institutions when minors suffer personal injury, while the Law on the
Protection of Minors also requires schools to establish systems for preventing and controlling student bullying.
However, in specific cases, it remains difficult to determine what level of conduct is sufficient for a school to be
considered as having fulfilled its educational and management duties. This is especially true for verbal bullying,
relational bullying, and long-term or repeated bullying, which are often concealed and difficult to identify. It is
therefore insufficient to determine school liability merely by asking whether the school directly committed the
harmful act.

This paper adopts literature analysis and normative legal analysis. On the basis of examining the basic

’

characteristics of campus bullying and the legal basis of schools’ duties, it discusses the identification of schools
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educational and management responsibilities from three stages: prevention before an incident, intervention
during an incident, and handling after an incident. It further analyzes the civil liability of schools when they fail
to perform such duties. School liability should not be expanded without limit simply because bullying occurs on
campus, but schools should not be exempted merely on the ground that they were unaware of the bullying. A
more appropriate approach is to make a comprehensive assessment based on the foreseeability of the risk, the
school’s daily management, teachers’ discovery and handling of the incident, and the connection between the
school’s conduct and the resulting harm. Clearer standards of liability can be achieved by refining anti-bullying
rules, improving reporting and handling procedures, and preserving records of schools’ performance of their
duties.

Key words: campus bullying; school liability; educational and management duties; protection of minors; tort
liability
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