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Abstract: The payment of a bride price is usually closely connected with the purpose of entering into marriage
and establishing a stable family life. In disputes over the return of bride price, whether the parties have lived
together and the extent of such cohabitation may directly affect whether the bride price should be returned and
the specific proportion to be returned. Current judicial interpretations have treated cohabitation as an important
factor in resolving bride price return disputes, but they have not provided detailed criteria for determining
cohabitation. In practice, relying only on shared residence, marriage registration, or the duration of living
together may fail to reflect the actual relationship formed between the parties. The determination of cohabitation
should focus on whether a stable shared-life relationship has been established and should take into account
factors such as the duration of shared residence, integration of daily life, economic connections, participation in
family affairs, and pregnancy or childbirth. It is also necessary to distinguish between the existence of
cohabitation and the degree of cohabitation, so that the former serves to determine the relevant facts while the
latter assists in deciding the proportion of bride price to be returned, thereby reducing differences in judicial

outcomes in similar cases.
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