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Abstract: Online platforms have become important spaces for the dissemination of works, commercial
transactions, and information exchange, while intellectual property infringement has also become increasingly
common on such platforms. Although platforms are usually not the direct publishers of infringing content, they
possess significant powers over content management, link control, and account handling, and therefore assume
special responsibilities in intellectual property protection. The “notice-and-takedown’ rule begins with a notice
submitted by the right holder and requires the platform to take necessary measures, such as removing or blocking
content or disabling access to relevant links. This mechanism not only reduces the cost of rights enforcement
but also provides a basic procedural framework for platforms to identify and deal with allegedly infringing
content. Although a relatively complete legal framework has been established, several problems remain in its
practical application, including inconsistent standards for determining the validity of notices, overly limited use
of necessary measures, unclear boundaries for determining whether a platform “knows or should have known”
of infringement, and insufficient effectiveness of counter-notice and restoration mechanisms. Based on existing

legal rules and previous studies, this paper examines the application of the “notice-and-takedown” rule to
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intellectual property infringement on online platforms and proposes improvements in notice review, the selection
of necessary measures, platform duties of care, and restoration procedures. Reform of the rule should not simply
increase platform liability, but should maintain a reasonable balance among the protection of rights holders,
platform governance, and the legitimate expression and activities of online users.

Key words: online platforms; intellectual property infringement; notice-and-takedown rule; safe harbor rule;

platform liability
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