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Abstract: This paper takes the foreign law ascertainment system in China’s foreign-related civil trials as the
research starting point, selecting typical cases from judicial practice as analytical samples. In terms of research
methodology, the focus is placed on examining data and empirical materials presented in judicial documents,
rather than being confined to pure theoretical deduction. By mainly employing empirical analysis methods, this
study examines the operation of China’s foreign law ascertainment system from the dual perspectives of
legislative design and judicial operation. The study finds that, compared with general foreign-related civil and
commercial cases, issues concerning the ascertainment of foreign law are more concentrated in maritime cases.
In judicial practice, the main problems include unsatisfactory ascertainment outcomes, unclear identification of
the responsible subject, and relatively limited ascertainment channels. At the same time, following the
implementation of the new judicial interpretation, maritime judicial practice has shown a positive trend toward
more diversified ascertainment channels and more standardized procedures. The aim is to accurately grasp the
prominent issues in this field, deeply analyze the causes of difficulties in foreign law ascertainment, and on this
basis conduct theoretical reflection and pattern extraction, ultimately exploring optimization paths for foreign
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law ascertainment that suit China’s judicial context.
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