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Abstract: The entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) marks a new
stage in the regional economic governance framework. As the world’s largest free trade agreement, RCEP
establishes the core principles of market openness, institutional transparency, and regulatory coordination in the
field of investment. It has had a lasting influence on the structure and philosophy of China’s investment law.
This paper takes RCEP’s investment rules as its starting point and analyzes the institutional changes and adaptive
adjustments they bring to China’s investment law.
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The study finds that RCEP promotes a shift in China’s investment law from a policy-oriented model to a rule-
based one. The agreement’s provisions on investment liberalization and facilitation require Chinese legislation
to enhance transparency and predictability, leading to the refinement of the “pre-establishment national treatment
plus negative list” mechanism. In terms of regulatory practice, the reform of the filing system and the
development of information disclosure mechanisms are accelerating the formation of a data-centered compliance
framework. At the conceptual level, RCEP’s emphasis on fair competition and institutional balance is reshaping
the logic of China’s investment governance, making the system more focused on regulatory balance and market
order.

RCEP also reserves policy space in areas such as dispute settlement, national security review, and the digital
economy, allowing China to maintain flexibility and autonomy in institutional alignment. The structure of the
agreement enables China to strike a balance between openness and security and provides room for institutional

innovation.

The study further indicates that RCEP’s influence extends beyond the level of legal rules, driving a
comprehensive transformation of China’s investment law in terms of legal rationality, administrative order, and
international cooperation. Through legislative refinement, enforcement standardization, and regional
coordination, China’s investment law is evolving into a modern system that balances openness, security, and
fairness. Future research may focus on the legal coordination mechanisms in the implementation of RCEP, the
construction of China’s outbound investment law framework, and the institutionalization of sustainable

investment.

Key words: RCEP; Chinese Investment Law; legal harmonization; institutional transformation; investment

governance
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