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Abstract: As short-video platforms gain growing influence in public discourse, the “hot search” list has become
a central mechanism for concentrating attention and amplifying emotions. When social events or individual
behaviors enter this mechanism through algorithmic selection and user interaction, the content is often
fragmented, reassembled, or detached from its original context. Among such phenomena, out-of-context
dissemination has become particularly common, where fragments circulate widely and generate distorted public
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perceptions. Although this type of dissemination does not necessarily involve fabricated facts, it can mislead
audiences through missing context, selective omission of key information, or re-narrative editing, thereby
causing substantial harm to an individual’s reputation.

Grounded in China’s existing civil-law framework and judicial practice, this study examines how out-of-context
content is produced and amplified under the logic of the hot-search mechanism, and how the constituent elements
of defamation evolve in this setting. It argues that the assessment of unlawfulness and damage should not rely
solely on whether facts were fabricated, but should also consider the semantic integrity and contextual
authenticity of the expression. Out-of-context dissemination can be divided into three identifiable legal types:
(1) reversal of meaning caused by missing context, (2) misleading effect caused by omission of decisive facts,
and (3) implicative accusation created through re-narrative editing. Each type corresponds to distinct risks and
liability implications.

In the hot-search environment, the determination of unlawfulness, damage, causation, and fault presents new
challenges. The platform’s recommendation algorithms and ranking mechanisms not only magnify the reach of
individual content but also play a structural role in the formation of reputational harm. The responsibilities of
content creators, participating users, and platforms should therefore be differentiated, and the platform’s duty of
care should correspond to its control capacity and foreseeability of risk.

This paper proposes an operational framework for determining liability: using contextual authenticity as the core
standard for unlawfulness, recognizing social evaluation impairment as the primary indicator of damage, and
incorporating platform amplification into causal analysis. The study seeks to protect individuals’ reputational
rights within a digital environment while safeguarding the space for public expression, offering a normative path
that may guide future judicial reasoning in hot-search—-related defamation disputes.

Key words: hot-search mechanism; out-of-context dissemination; defamation; platform liability; contextual
authenticity; short-video platforms; protection of personality rights
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