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Abstract: As social media has become deeply embedded in everyday communication, large-scale cyberbullying
has emerged as a persistent and increasingly visible problem within China’s digital sphere. Characterized by
chain-like dissemination, anonymous participation, and the accumulation of hostile expressions, such collective
aggression can impose sustained psychological strain and social humiliation on victims, and in extreme
circumstances, precipitate suicide. A series of widely publicized cases in recent years has underscored the

urgency of this issue, yet significant obstacles remain within the current criminal law framework regarding

W HEA © 2025-12-12 REHER : 2025-12-26  $RFHHEA © 2025-12-30 HARHEEA © 2026-01-06
BEEE | lingiu0624 @yeah.net
SIFARE ¢ MRBK. BERSMEAERE SR 0T |58 B AR B (1 4y e R RE B S B S AR 22 [ 0], TAERARIET, 2025, 1(2): 7-24.

https://www.brilliance-pub.com/fxsy



VEERAH T -8 - 2025 E5E 1 B 2 HY

causation, allocation of responsibility, and the scope of online platforms’ duties of care. Grounded in the concept
of a structured causal chain, this paper contends that suicide should be understood as the combined outcome of
external stimuli, individual vulnerability, and proximate inducements. Within this triadic structure, collective
online violence constitutes a decisive external factor contributing to the fatal outcome. To address the doctrinal
and practical challenges of criminal attribution, the study introduces a model of cumulative causal force and
draws upon Articles 25, 232, and 233 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China to examine the
legal relevance of multi-actor online behavior. The analysis further distinguishes among three categories of
participants—Ileading aggressors, amplifying participants, and platform operators—and assesses their respective
roles in the formation of composite harm and their corresponding degrees of liability. In considering the
obligations of online platforms, the paper refers to Articles 47 and 48 of the Cybersecurity Law and Article 69
of the Personal Information Protection Law, outlining the boundaries of their responsibilities in content
regulation, algorithmic recommendation, and risk control. Given the limitations of existing offenses such as
insult, defamation, joint crime, and negligent homicide, the paper advocates for the introduction of functional
connection theory, refinement of stratified responsibility, and clearer articulation of platforms’ criminal duties
of care. Overall, this study seeks to shift the governance of online violence in China from individualized fault-
finding toward a structural model of risk management, thereby reinforcing the protective function of criminal
law within the digital environment.

Key words: collective cyberbullying; suicide; causation; criminal responsibility; cumulative causal force;
platform liability; joint crime; cyber governance
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