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Abstract: The legitimacy of the Tokyo Trial has long been questioned as an embodiment of “victors’ justice,”
making the construction of its procedural credibility a crucial issue. The courtroom discourse of President Sir
William Webb played a central role in maintaining judicial neutrality. Drawing upon Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) as the theoretical framework, this study introduces the
concept of “procedural equilibrium” as a core dimension for analyzing judicial neutrality. Based on a micro-
level discourse analysis of Webb’s key courtroom interactions in late December 1946, the research reveals that
Webb shaped procedural justice through three major strategies: procedural control, evidential scrutiny, and
balance of rights. His highly institutionalized and de-emotionalized language style further anchored the trial
within a rational legal framework. Moreover, the study argues that “procedural equilibrium” is not a static ideal
but a dynamic practice shaped by specific institutional and political contexts, reflecting the discursive
adaptability of judges within complex international legal settings. The conclusion holds that Webb’s neutrality

represents a form of “active procedural centralism” — a practical wisdom demonstrating that procedural justice
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constitutes the foundation of both substantive justice and judicial legitimacy in complex trials.

Key words: International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Trial), judicial discourse, William Webb,

discourse neutrality, critical discourse analysis
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