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Abstract: This paper focuses on the evolution, current challenges, and future improvement paths of China’s island
legal system. It first reviews the historical trajectory of island development and legal governance in China since the
founding of the People’s Republic, highlighting the growing importance of island legislation under the strategic shift
from “land-oriented” to “land-sea coordinated development” and “building a maritime power.” The paper then
outlines the institutional framework of the current Island Protection Law and its supporting legislation in areas such
as island classification, ecological protection, development and utilization, and environmental enforcement. It
analyzes major practical issues including institutional lag, ambiguous classification standards, and fragmented
enforcement, particularly noting significant regulatory gaps in the protection of special islands and coordinated
environmental enforcement. Drawing on international law and foreign legislative practices, the paper proposes
optimization measures: refining classification criteria for special islands, establishing a dynamic, full-life-cycle
management mechanism, improving ecological restoration responsibilities and funding safeguards, and building
cross-sectoral coordinated enforcement mechanisms to address enforcement fragmentation and unclear authority
allocation. Finally, the paper emphasizes that as the “maritime power” strategy advances, improving the legal

framework governing islands is of vital importance to safeguarding national sovereignty, security, ecological
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integrity, and economic interests, and requires synergy between legislation and practice.

Key words: China island law; special island protection; island ecological environment; maritime power; island

classification management; environmental enforcement; United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; island

development and utilization; ecological restoration; legal status of islands
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