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Abstract: Guochao consumption has expanded from the consumption of domestic products to a wide range of
fields, including clothing, cosmetics, food, sporting goods, cultural and creative products, and cultural tourism.
When choosing Guochao products, consumers pay attention not only to price, function, and appearance, but also
to the traditional culture, local culture, and contemporary cultural values reflected in these products. Cultural
identity has thus become an important internal factor in Guochao consumption. Cultural identity in Guochao
consumption does not emerge immediately after consumers encounter a particular cultural symbol. Instead, it
gradually develops through the integration of cultural resources into products, the expansion of cultural exposure
through media communication, interaction among consumer groups, and consumers’ participation in actual
consumption. Cultural symbols provide consumers with a direct point of recognition, while product experience
determines whether cultural expression can gain practical support. Media and social groups further promote the
spread of cultural meanings, allowing cultural content to become part of consumers’ everyday lives. Guochao
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consumption still faces several issues, including the superficial use of cultural symbols, product homogeneity,
the pressure of commercial value on cultural value, the disconnect between cultural expression and product
quality, and the short-term nature of consumer identification. Some Guochao products use traditional culture
mainly as visual decoration, while some brands focus too heavily on popular trends, making cultural content
increasingly similar and causing consumers’ understanding of Guochao to remain at the level of external forms.
These issues can be addressed by improving cultural content, product design, brand communication,
consumption settings, and consumer participation, so that cultural elements become more closely integrated with
product value and consumption experience. Guochao consumption can develop a more stable form of cultural
identity only when it moves from symbolic presentation toward cultural understanding and from short-term
popularity toward long-term experience.

Key words: Guochao consumption; cultural identity; cultural symbols; consumer culture; consumption practices
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