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Abstract: Writing Within Home and Nation: Reading Notes from the Perspective of Malaysian Chinese
Literature is a collection of essays in the form of reading notes written by the Malaysian Chinese scholar and
writer Ng Yean Leng. It is neither merely a collection of reflections on reading nor a conventional work of
historical textual research. Rather, it presents a distinctive mode of “Home-and-Nation writing” that moves
among personal experience, literary historical consciousness, and a commitment to public culture. Adopting the
method of close reading, this paper explores how the book transforms the tension between “Home” and “Nation”
into an ethics of reading and a distinctive scholarly stance through its notebook-style writing.
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Ng Yean Leng’s Home-and-Nation Writing can be understood through three dimensions. First, through cross-
linguistic reading inspired by university literary education, she reflects on the local from the perspective of the
textual “Other,” thereby cultivating an emotional attachment to “Home.” Second, by recovering historical
materials on Malaysian Chinese literature, reconstructing literary genealogies, and reinterpreting the collective
memory of the Malaysian Chinese community, she redefines “Nation” not as an abstract political concept but as
a historical responsibility embedded in Malaysian Chinese literature and as a cultural community shared by
Malaysian Chinese. Third, through her reflections on the development of Chinese education in contemporary
Malaysia, knowledge production, and the self-examination of Malaysian Chinese literature, she further interprets
the relationship between home and nation as a form of public cultural practice for the Malaysian Chinese
community. By examining Ng Yean Leng’s conception of Home-and-Nation Writing, this paper reveals how
reading becomes a form of cultural practice rooted in the local Chinese community and provides a meaningful
approach to the self-representation and identity reconstruction of Malaysian Chinese literature.

Key words: Ng Yean Leng; Malaysian Chinese literature; Home-and-Nation Writing; Chinese education
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