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An Analysis of the Impact of Content Creators’ Cultural Stances on
the Value Identity of Generation Z — Focusing on the Influence

Mechanism of UP Creators
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Abstract: As Generation Z becomes the dominant force in digital cultural consumption, content creators—especially
UP F (uploaders on platforms like Bilibili)—are exerting increasing influence on how young people construct their
value identities. This study investigates the mechanism through which content creators’ cultural stances shape value
identification among Generation Z in China, focusing on the mediating effects of trust and interactive behavior. A
theoretical model was developed linking cultural stance expression, trust, interaction, and value identification. Using
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a mixed-method approach combining structured questionnaires and semi-structured interviews, the study collected
data from 400 university students across eastern, central, and western China, supplemented by more than 30 in-depth
interviews. The findings reveal that the cultural stance of UP ¥ is not only highly recognizable but also exerts
strong influence through trust-building and emotional engagement. Different stance styles—such as critical,
companionate, and advocative—produce varied effects within the model. Furthermore, user demographics such as
age, gender, media literacy, and platform usage frequency significantly moderate these relationships. The study
highlights Generation Z’s active role in identifying with or rejecting value-laden content, their diverse stance
preferences, and the amplifying effect of content style on stance communication. This research contributes to
theoretical understanding and practical insights across content communication, youth identity formation, and digital
governance in the age of algorithmic culture.

Key words: Generation Z; UP 3F; Cultural stance; Value identification; Interaction mechanism; Trust; Content style;

Digital platforms; Identity psychology; Communication model
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