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Abstract: Tao Xingzhi’s idea of the “unity of teaching, learning, and doing” emphasizes the connection between
education and everyday life. It places practice at the center of education and combines teacher guidance, student
learning, and practical activities. This idea is closely related to the goals of labor education in primary schools,
which focuses on practical experience, labor skills, and the development of good work habits. Labor education
should not only help students acquire basic labor skills but also develop their sense of responsibility, cooperation,
and positive attitudes toward labor. However, labor education in primary schools still faces several problems,
including a weak connection between labor activities and students’ daily lives, a gap between teacher instruction
and student practice, excessive attention to final results rather than the learning process, and a lack of continuity
in course activities. These problems are related to an incomplete understanding of labor education goals, limited
teaching methods, insufficient practical resources, and weak cooperation between schools and families. Tao
Xingzhi’s educational thought offers useful guidance for improving labor education. Labor courses should be
based on students’ real-life experiences, integrate knowledge learning into practical activities, balance teacher
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guidance with independent student practice, and develop students’ sense of responsibility through meaningful

labor tasks. Evaluation should focus on students’ participation, skill development, and practical experience rather

than placing too much emphasis on final products. Schools should also improve labor curriculum planning,

provide better resources for practical activities, and strengthen cooperation with families so that labor education

becomes a regular part of students’ learning and daily lives.
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