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Schools and Its Impact on Educational Equity
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Abstract: County-level senior high schools occupy an important position in the local basic education system.
For many students in county areas, especially those from rural families, they remain a major pathway to senior
high school education and, further, to higher education. In recent years, some county-level senior high schools
have faced the outflow of high-achieving students, declining parental confidence, and increasing pressure in
terms of college entrance examination outcomes. On the surface, the loss of student enrollment appears to be a
matter of school choice made by students and families. At a deeper level, however, it reflects unequal regional
distribution of educational resources, the growing attraction of urban high-quality schools, and the limited
development conditions of county-level schools. For county-level senior high schools, student outflow affects
not only school reputation and classroom learning atmosphere, but also teacher stability and institutional
confidence. More importantly, it may turn differences in family resources into differences in access to quality
senior high school education. Rural students and students from ordinary families may become more dependent
on local schools with limited conditions, which further affects educational equity at the senior high school stage.

The development of county-level senior high schools should not be understood only through examination results,
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nor can it be solved simply by placing more pressure on schools. From the perspective of educational equity, it

is necessary to improve resource allocation, regulate cross-regional enrollment, strengthen support for teachers,

and enhance schools’ overall capacity to support student development, so that county-level senior high schools

can again serve as a reliable public education pathway for local students.

Key words: county-level senior high schools; student outflow; educational equity; county school development;

regional education governance
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