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Abstract: As urbanization accelerates, the education of children from migrant worker families has increasingly
drawn public attention. In major immigrant cities like Shenzhen, ensuring equal educational rights for migrant
children within the public education system is no longer merely a matter of school enrollment, but a governance
challenge of “how to be accepted within schools.” This study, focusing on Shenzhen’s Bao’an District, conducts
empirical research on the issue of “implicit exclusion” experienced by migrant children in their daily school lives.
Using semi-structured interviews, non-participant observation, and policy text analysis, the study reveals that these

children face cultural isolation, emotional neglect, and institutional unfavorability in aspects such as curriculum
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participation, space usage, teacher-student interaction, and peer relationships.

Further analysis uncovers the systemic mechanisms behind implicit exclusion, highlighting the interwoven effects
of educational institutions, urban governance logic, dominant campus cultural norms, and the structural limitations
of family social capital. Although some schools and teachers have attempted inclusive education strategies, these
efforts often falter due to lack of institutional incentives and resource constraints, failing to establish sustainable and
replicable governance models.

Based on these findings, the paper proposes a set of multi-dimensional policy recommendations: promoting equity
in school admission and balanced resource allocation at the institutional level, enhancing teachers’ inclusive
competence and adapting curricular culture at the school level, and building a community-based educational support
system at the local level. Theoretically, this study integrates educational exclusion theory with cultural capital
reproduction theory, enriching analytical perspectives on urban educational inequality. Practically, it offers empirical
support and policy pathways for inclusive urban governance and public education reform.

Key words: migrant children; implicit exclusion; floating population; educational equity; urban governance; Bao’an
district
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